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no aggressive intentions. The war came to a happy con-
clusion, but among the Russians there were people who
sincerely feared that Japan, being dissatified with the Ports-
mouth Treaty, would wage another war. Another group
of the Russians advocated a war of revenge against this
country. The world also regarded the Portsmouth Treaty
as a sort of truce, and expected the occurrence of another
Russo-Japanese War. In face of these circumstances, the
Governments of Russia and Japan concurred in holding the
view that Japan and Russia must join hands and endeavour
to preserve the peace permanently. This concurrence of
view gave rise to the opening of negotiations for this pur-
pose in December last. In February last a tangible basis
was formed for the negotiations, which, being continually
carried on, was concluded about the middle of last month,
The Convention was signed on the 30th July.

" The principal points in the Convention are that Russia
and Japan should respect the territorial preservation of each
other and abstain from grabbing for territory by giving rise
to further conflicts. Both countries have promised to respect
the rights resulting from all the treaties concluded between
them after the conclusion of peace, and from their treaties
with China. With regard to the treaties with China, the
principle has been limited to those rights not conflicting
with the principle of equal opportunity for all countries.
As the treaties with China had not been clearly known to
each other, Japan and Russia exchanged copies of such
treaties. We have also agreed to take all possible measures
for upholding the principles of the territorial preservation
and equal opportunity in China, so that the peace between
these two countries may be assured for ever. In short,
Japan and Russia, who were enemies till recently, have con-
cluded the most intimate friendship between themselves,
It is stated that China is deeply concerned about the con-
clusion of the present Convention. But China has in reality
no cause to be anxious. The territorial preservation of
China was initiated by the Anglo-German understanding,